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FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


BOARD OF PAKK COMMISSIONERS 


OF THE 


fae Or OAM BRIDGE. 


To the Honorable, the City Council, of the City of Cambridge: 


GENTLEMEN :— The Board of Park Commissioners has the 
honor to submit herewith its fourth annual report for the year 
ending November 30, 1896, and also the third annual report 
of the General Superintendent of Parks, as required by Section 
4 of the Ordinance establishing a Park Department. 

There has been no further extension of the total area devoted 
to park purposes during the year. 

Additional areas amounting to 149,804.38 square feet have, 
during the year, been placed under the control of this Board 
and made subject to the provisions of the Cambridge Park 
Acts, by orders of the City Council, as follows : — 

On March 11, 1896, the following order was approved by the 
Mayor : — é 

Ordered : —'That the public ground in Ward One, known as Winthrop 
Square, be and hereby is placed under the care and control of the Park 


Commissioners, as provided in Chapter 236 of the Legislative Acts of the 
year 1895. 


On April 16, 1896, the following order was approved by the 
Mayor : — 

Ordered :— That the public ground in Ward Four, known as Fort Wash- 
ington, be and hereby is placed under the care and control of the Park Com- 


missioners as provided in Chapter 236 of the Legislative Acts of the year 
1895. 
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CAMBRIDGE FIELD. 


Early in the year, plans for the Shelter were prepared by 
Andrews, Jaques & Rantoul, architects, and on March 5 the 
main contract for the erection of the building was signed by 
C. A. Dodge & Co. The plumbing contract was awarded to 
Isaac N. Tucker and the contract for the heating system to the 
Walker & Pratt Manufacturing Company. The work of sur- 
facing the field has been prosecuted steadily throughout the 
season and a multitude of details necessary to complete the 
field have been attended to. With the completion of the Shel- 
ter, this fall, the work of construction upon Cambridge Field 
is about finished. Already the reservation has demonstrated its 
ereat usefulness as a recreative ground. As fast as portions of 
the field have been completed and opened to public use, they 
have been taxed to their full capacity. Upon pleasant days 
during the warm season the boundaries of the field seemed 
almost too contracted even for present use, and instead of there 
being any lingering criticism that “too much land was taken,” 
it is more probable that the final criticism in the years to come 
will be that the city in 1893 lacked faith to take full advantage 
of the opportunities then offered in this neighborhood, but which 
can never be offered again. 

The increase in real estate values in the immediate neighbor- 
hood of Cambridge Field is a matter of interest. When this 
Board, in 1898, recommended that this field be taken for park 
purposes, one of the reasons advanced was that in future years 
this enterprise would be justified by the enhanced yalue of the 
remaining property. At the time this recommendation was 
made there was little or no movement in real estate values in 
this neighborhood. The field was taken, and, within certain 
limits it is fair to claim that the increased values since then 
have been due to park influences. To ascertain what this in- 
crease has been and will be each year, a certain territory has 
been marked out and the assessors’ valuations taken. In mark- 
ing out this territory a very conservative claim has been made, 
and it is believed that within these lines it will be generally 
agreed that the increased values of the last three years may 
justly be said to be due to park influences. : 

The territory so considered is shown upon the accompanying 
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plan, and is bounded as follows: Beginning at the railroad 
crossing, the front lots on the northerly side of Cambridge 
street are included to Willow street. The distillery property 
is not included. At Willow street the line crosses to the 
southerly side of Cambridge street, and continues to Winsor 
street, thence along the easterly side of Winsor street to 
Hampshire street, thence along the northeasterly side of Hamp- 
shire street to Bristol street, thence along the northerly and 
northeasterly side of Bristol street, across Portland street nearly 
to the ward boundary line, and then including the front lots on 
Portland street (which extend nearly to the ward boundary 
from Portland street), to Cambridge street at the point of be- 
ginning. 

Within these limits, the area of taxable land in 1893 was 
1,847,161 square feet. In 1896 the assessors taxed but 1,353,- 
649 square feet, the remaining 493,512 square feet having been 
taken from the taxable lists for the park and new streets. 
With the park uncompleted on the first day of May, 1896, it 
would probably have met the expectations of the most confident, 
if it could have been shown that at that early date in park de- 
velopment, the city treasury had suffered no loss in the total 
amount of taxes collected from the realty in the territory under 
consideration. The result, however, is much better, for this 
territory in 1896 showed a valuation of $156,200 more than it 
did in 1893, as follows : — 


Square Feet Valueof Value of Total 

Taxed. Land. Buildings. Value. 
1896 : : ; . . 1,353,649 $442,000 $650,300 $1,092,800 
1893 , : : . . 1,847,161 403,100 533,000 936,100 





$38,900 $117,500 $156, 200 


In other words, this territory, at the end of three years, after 
being reduced 26 per cent. in taxable area, on a tax rate of 
$15.10 on $1,000, showed an increased yearly earning for the 
city treasury of $2,358.62. 

This creation of $156,200, due to park influences was, on the 
first day of May, more than the park had then cost. The 
total cost of Cambridge Field to December 1, 1896, is $194,733. 
But since the assessors’ valuations on May 1, there has been 
an increase in this territory in new buildings to an approx- 
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imate amount of $100,000, which will appear in next year’s 
valuations. Cambridge Field has cost, to the present time, 
including all expenses of land, filling, surfacing, building 
the Shelter, etc., 85 cents per square foot. ‘There is no land 
fronting on any of the four sides of Cambridge Field which can 
now be bought for less than 85 cents. 

It is proposed to make in the annual report each year in the 
future, a statement of the changes in values in this territory. 
On a cost of $194,783 for the completed park, the annual ex- 
pense to the municipal treasury (estimating 6 per cent. for 
interest and sinking fund requirements) will be $11,685.98. 
It is believed that within a very few years the amount which 
this territory will pay into the City Treasury in taxes in excess 
of the amount paid in 1893, will more than balance the annual 
cost of the park, although this means that every dollar invested 
in the park must create nearly four dollars outside. 


RIVER ROAD. 


Early in the year it was decided to prosecute vigorously the 
work of construction along the river driveway from Boylston 
street to the Hospital land. Believing it to be of much impor- 
tance that at least one small section of the river bank should be 
finished at once, as an object lesson to which attention might be 
directed and as furnishing an example not only for this city, but 
also for the other cities and towns through which the Charles 
flows, it was deemed wise to select that location where park-like 
effects might most quickly and easily be obtained, and where 
there was the most probability of an increase in the value of 
neighboring properties. Accordingly, the work on the river 
parkway this year has been almost entirely confined to this 
stretch between Bolyston and Scorgie streets. Large amounts 
of filling material and gravel have been placed along this section, 
and the marshes and the land upon which stand the Lowell wil- | 
lows, formerly occupied by the Cambridge Casino, have been — 
brought nearly to final grade. The foundation for the roadway 
has been extended from Boylston street to the old wharf of the 
gaslight company. The unstable character of the material — 
forming the old marsh has retarded the work of filling somewhat — 
and will add a considerable expense to the work of construction 
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upon this section. Near Boylston street, the foundation is 
better, and here the work is more advanced. A strip of beach, 
extending from near the Boylston street bridge up the river 300 
feet, has been built of stones and is of interest as showing how a 
greater part of the entire river bank above the walled esplanade 
might be treated. 

With the widening of Boylston street according to the 
original suggestion of this Board, a decided improvement in this 
section is already to be noted, and, in consequence, interest is 
stimulated in the further development of this hitherto long- 
neglected territory. The broad avenue now connecting 
Harvard square with the bridge is the first of a series of 
improvements which will mark a new era in the history of this 
part of the First Ward. 

The final treatment of the river bank waits for the damming 
of the river. This, however, does not materially affect the 
construction of the roadway and the inside walk, as is explained 
at length in the accompanying discussion of this question by the 
landscape architects. ‘There is no doubt that as the arguments 
for the establishment of a dam either at the originally proposed 
location near Craigie Bridge, or at the sight now most favorably 
considered at the upper end of the esplanade are better under- 
stood, public opinion will very strongly favor such an enterprise. 
Believing that a project of such great merit must finally win 
approval and that a dam will eventually be built, this Board 

‘deems it the prudent course to advance the work of construction 
of the River Road only in such ways as will be in harmony with 
this plan. Fortunately, there is sufficient opportunity for con- 
structive work along the river banks to engage the full resources 
of the City, while this main question of the dam is pending. 


EAST CAMBRIDGE EMBANKMENT. 


The work of filling in the river reservation in East Cam- 
bridge has progressed throughout the year. The material has 
come from excavations for cellars in Boston and Cambridge and 
from the Subway. No other part of the Cambridge park lands 
is so favorably situated for obtaining filling material at equally 
low prices, and the work of raising this land above the tides is 
comparatively inexpensive. This fact, together with the indi- 


8 CITY OF CAMBRIDGE. 


cations which have multiplied throughout the year that the 
proposed park is already exerting a good influence upon neigh- 
boring properties, and that the recreative needs of this neighbor- 
hood will be provided for none too soon, confirm the Board in 
its previously expressed opinion that this will finally be con- 
sidered one of the most successful parts of the entire park 
system, and that its development (economical methods being 
duly considered) should not be neglected. 

Commercial avenue is now filled to grade nearly to the 
canal. The proposed bridge across the canal will complete the 
connection, and open a thoroughfare from the lower parts of 
Cambridgeport and East Cambridge directly to the great freight 
stations of Charlestown. ‘There should be no unnecessary delay 
in securing legislative power to construct this bridge, in antici- 
pation of the large demands which traffic will soon make. 


BROADWAY PARK. 


During the season, the reconstruction of Broadway Park has 
been completed. The new design, which last year could only 
be shown by a printed plan, is now to be seen upon the ground 
and fully justifies itself. During the latter part of the season 
the luxuriant turf of the central lawn was a great delight, and 
it is scarcely probable that any one would now revive the prop- 
osition to divide this lawn with another path. The location 
of the children’s walk and playground in the portion of the park 
remote from the walks most frequented by the general public, 
has already been proven a success, and the protection of the 
children from the north wind and the dangers of the electric 
cars on Broadway by this arrangement, is appreciated by all 
who especially consider the recreative needs of little children. 

With the exception of the children’s walk and playground, all 
the spaces intended for public travel in Broadway Park have 
been surfaced with brick pavement. Some criticism has been 
made of this choice of brick, upon the principle that gravel or 
macadam surfaces are the more natural finish for parks. This 
principle is conceded by this Board, and the criticism upon the 
brick walks in this park would be just if these walks were to be 
used mainly for park purposes. But the main use of these 
walks is as thoroughfares by those who desire to pass from street 
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to street, and as this use is even greater in winter than in sum- 
mer, the same kind of a surface seems to be needed here as is 
needed upon the public sidewalks. The expense also has been 
a consideration as a brick sidewalk is less expensive, when the 
cost of maintenance is considered, than one finished in macadam. 


COMMONS AND SHADE TREES. 


Cambridge Common, Dana and Hastings squares, the Public 
Library grounds and the grounds around the school buildings 
where there is any cultivation, have received the usual care 
during the year. As has been explained in previous years, these 
old reservations, in their present state, call for a yearly mainte- 
nance expense per acre out of proportion to the effects obtained. 
The remedy for this will be in reconstruction, as has already 
been done in the instance of Broadway Park. It is not, how- 
ever, recommended that more of this work be done at present, 
save in the case of Winthrop Square, where the department has 
already begun the work of resurfacing that ancient public 
ground. Much inviting work upon the long-neglected school- 
house grounds must also be still further postponed until more 
pressing park enterprises are completed. In the matter of 
schoolhouse grounds it should be understood that if it were 
possible to arrange for the care of these grounds by the janitors 
of the various buildings, the expense of putting some of them 
in good condition at the beginning of the season would not, 
perhaps, be beyond the present resources of this department. 

The work of the General Superintendent upon the public 
shade trees has been very commendable, and we desire to call 
attention especially to that part of his accompanying report in 
which this subject is discussed. As in his previous reports, this 
question of the needs of the street trees will be found to be fully 
and intelligently treated, and it is to be hoped that these dis- 
cussions will have the effect of informing and interesting the 
public upon a subject where education is so much needed. Even 
with the good equipment which this Board has for tree work, 
no satisfactory results can be expected unless the public co- 
operate in the work of preserving and cultivating the public 
trees. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 


During the year, bills have been approved by the Board and 
certified to the Auditor to the total amount of $227,460.43. 
This amount is divided as follows : — 


Park Lands and Construction 


Park Maintenance . 


$218,460 74 
8,999 69 


$227,460 43 


These two amounts were expended as follows : — 


Amount of revenue 


CAMBRIDGE FIELD: 
Land Account. 
Construction Account 


RINDGE FIELD: 
Construction Account 


RIVER PARKWAY: 
Land Account 
Construction Account 


THE FRONT: 
Construction Account 
NURSERY: 
Construction Account 
BROADWAY PARK: 
Construction Account 
OFFICE EXPENSES: 
Construction Account 
GENERAL ACCOUNTS: 
Construction Account 


Total amount expended . 


PARK LOAN. 
Amount appropriated haan 26, 1896 


EXPENDED. 


$15,064 70 
50,400 46 


$420 38 


$66,887 87 
36,386 76 


$33,050 90 
$642 68 
$7,569 70 
$2,167 77 


$5,869 52 


Balance of appropriation unexpended . 


$260,063 00 
3,548 18 


$263,611 18 





$65,465 16 


$420 38 


$103,274 68 
$33,050 90 
$642 68 
$7,569 70 
$2,167 77 
$5,869 52 


$218,460 74 


$45,150 44 





From the above it will be seen that the amount expended 
during the year under the Park Loan was divided as follows : — — 


Land Account 
Construction Account 


Total . 


$ 81,952 57 
136,508 17 





$218,460 74 











PARK MAINTENANCE. 
Amount of appropriation February 26, 1896 


General Maintenance Account 


Balance of appropriation unexpended 
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$9,000 00 


$8,999 69 


$ 31 


A detailed classification of the expenditures will be found in 


the report of the General Superintendent. 


Since the beginning of the work in 1893, there has been ex- 
pended to date of money raised under park loans the sum of 


$657,942.06. The division is as follows : — 


CAMBRIDGE FIELD: 
Land Account 
Construction Account 


RINDGE FIELD: 
‘Land Account 
Construction Account 


RIVER PARKWAY: 
Land Account 
Construction Account 


THE FRONT: 
Land Account 
Construction Account 


NURSERY: 
Construction Account 


BROADWAY PARK: 
Construction Account 


OFFICE EXPENSES: 
Construction Account 


GENERAL ACCOUNT: 
Construction Account 


Less Park Revenue for 1894 and 1896, merged into 
Land and Construction Accounts 


. $ 78,884 85 


115,848 15 





$31,461 85 
3,760 15 





. $228,595 54 


47,062 57 





$45,231 40 
77,254 25 





$2,306 78 


$11,508 65 


$4,491 89 


$16,230 37 


$194,733 00 


$35,222 00 


$275,658 11 


$122,485 65 


$2,306 78 


$11,308 65 


$4,491 89 


$16,230 37 


$662,436 45 





4,494 39 








$657,942 06 


Of the whole amount of park loans expended to December 1, 
1896, 57, per cent. has been for land and 48 per cent. for con- 


struction, as follows : — 


Land Account (less ‘‘ revenues ’’) 


Construction Account 


$379,679 25 
278,262 81 


$657,942 06 
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RIVER PARKWAY RESTRICTIONS. 


In making settlements for land damages upon the territory 
along the river taken for park purposes, wherever a deed has 
been passed and a part of the land still remained in the posses- 
sion of the private owner, the Board has insisted upon the agree- 
ment of certain restrictions upon the remaining land. In such 
cases, the portion of the deed relating to restrictions provides 
that the City of Cambridge shall construct along the boundary 
line of the River Parkway a roadway and a walk to which the 
abutter shall have access, subject to such reasonable rules and 
regulations as may from time to time be made by the Park Com- 
missioners, and that the abutting owner agrees to hold his land 
to a distance of one hundred feet from the boundary line, subject 
to the following restrictions. 


1. No building erected or placed upon said premises shall be used for a 
livery or public stable, or for any mechanical, mercantile, or manufacturing 
purposes, nor exceed five stories in height above the basement or cellar, 
nor exceed sixty feet in height from the mean grade of the edgestone or 
sidewalk in front to the ceiling of the extreme upper story (excepting 
churches or chapels), and no roof shall be used for laundry or clothes-dry- 
ing purposes. 

2. No wooden house arranged for more than one family, nor wooden 
block consisting of more than two houses, nor wooden house or block stand- 
ing at a distance less than five feet from the side line of the lot upon which 
the same is placed, and no wooden house costing less than thirty-five hun- 
dred dollars, nor brick or stone house costing less than five thousand dollars, 
nor apartment house costing less than two thousand dollars per suite of 
apartments, exclusive in each case of the cost of the land, shall be erected or 
placed upon said premises. 

3. No building shall be erected or placed upon said premises within 
twenty feet from the exterior line of said park; provided that steps, win- 
dows, porticos, and other usual projections appurtenant to the front wall of 
a building are to be allowed in this reserved space of twenty feet, subject to 
the following limitations, viz.: first, that no projections of any kind (other 
than door-steps and balustrades connected therewith, and also piazzas pro- 
jecting not more than ten feet) shall extend more than five feet from the 
rear line of the aforesaid space; second, that no projections in the nature of 
a bay-window, corner-bay, circular front, or octagon front, with the foun- 
dation wall sustaining the same (such foundation wall being a projection of 
the front wall), will be allowed (excepting oriel windows above the first 
story on a street corner), unless any horizontal sections of such projections 
would fall within the external lines of trapezoids, the sum of whose bases 
upon the rear line of the aforesaid space does not exceed seven-tenths of 
the whole front of the building, and the base of any one of which trapezoids 
does not exceed eighteen feet, and whose side lines make an angle of forty- 
five degrees with the base; and each house in a block shall be considered a 
separate building within the meaning of this limitation. 
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Upon other lands, not covered by such deeds, which abut upon 
the River Parkway, the Board will impose the same restrictions, 
as the conditions upon which these abutters may open their 
_ frontage and secure the advantages of a parkway approach to 
their property. 

The desirability and necessity of these restrictions have been 
_ clearly established by the experiences of other cities in the de- 
_ velopment of park areas, and it is believed that the conditions 
imposed set a standard none too high. Many instances might be 
cited where large tracts of land have been developed by private 
~ owners who have voluntarily placed upon their properties more 
exacting restrictions. 


CONCLUDING REMARKS. 


In the annual appropriations for park work for the year 1897, 

this Board trusts that there will be no departure from the policy 
of park development which the City Council established in 1892 
and 1894. In 1892 the City Council asked for and obtained 
legislative authority to borrow outside the debt lmit the sum 
of $500,000 for park purposes. In 1894 the City Council asked 
for and received permission to borrow an additional sum of 
_ $500,000, in amounts not exceeding $100,000 each year for five 
_ consecutive years. ‘Thus, beside the balance of the $700,000 
yet unexpended, there is available for the next three years the 
sum of $300,000, making a round million of dollars in park 
_ development with which to begin the twentieth century. There 
should be no faltering from the full execution of this plan so 
carefully considered in the years 1892 and 1894. One of the 
chief characteristics of a highly developed and _ intelligently 
ordered municipal life which differentiates it from lower mu- 
nicipal organisms, is the continuity with which it carries great 
enterprises from a well-considered plan, through a series of 
years, to a consummation. ‘The steadiness with which the 
original plan is adhered to will be a test of the character of our 
municipal life. No extraordinary obstacle has been presented 
since the planning of 1892 and 1894 which would justify a 
change or which would make reasonable a loss of faith in the 
idea of park development. 

For much of the success attending the work of the depart- 
ment the commissioners are indebted to the faithful and efficient 
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labors of General Superintendent Cook. We desire at this time 
to express our appreciation of the able services he has rendered 
during the term of his appointment, and our regret that we are 
obliged at this time to accept his resignation. He surrenders 
his present position to again engage in mercantile life. That 
Mr. Cook is adapted to the work in hand and has intelligently 
and economically met the emergencies that have arisen, is the 
unanimous opinion of this board. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Henry D. YERXA. 
JOHN O’BRIEN. 
GEO. HOWLAND Cox. 
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REPORT 


OF THE 


GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS. 


CAMBRIDGE, December Ist, 1896. 


To the Board of Park Commissioners of the City of Cambridge: 


GENTLEMEN :—I have the honor to present my third an- 
nual report as General Superintendent of Parks, covering the 


financial year 1896. 


CAMBRIDGE FIELD. 


The work of completing Cambridge Field was considered of 


| first importance this year. As soon as the weather permitted 
in the spring the erection of the Shelter was begun. The 
contract called for the completion of this building by the first 
| day of August, but several unavoidable delays continued the 


work to the close of the year. 
The work of planting was carried on during the spring season, 


but was not entirely finished. The building of the macadam 


walks, the surfacing of the six acres of gravel-topped playfield, 


_the paving of the girls’ and the children’s playgrounds, and the 
building of the sand courts, which are made of granite, have 
been some of the more important features of the work this year. 
‘Special attention has been given to the turf areas, with most 
satisfactory results. ‘The work has been hindered by the lack 


of a steam roller for the macadam spaces, the department having 


_to depend upon such rollers as could be hired for the purpose. 


Much difficulty also was experienced in obtaining cracked stone 


of suitable quality in sufficient quantities. 


The work which yet remains to be done in the spring is the 


completion of a portion of the York street macadam mall, the 


planting of a few more shrubs, and the erection of the perma- 


nent lighting system. There are at present nine are lights upon 
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the Field, placed upon temporary wooden poles with overhead 
wires running from the side streets. When it has been deter- 
mined how many are needed and the permanent location of the 
lights, iron poles of an approved pattern will be set up and the 
wires carried through conduits to the streets. The maintenance 
of these lights is provided for by the general appropriation for 
street lamps, and has not been considered a part of the park 
maintenance. | 

The Field has been used by large numbers of people through- 
out the year. During the winter the playfield was flooded, and 
for the most of the season kept free of snow. “There were 35 
days of skating, and during this time many thousands enjoyed 
the sport. The order was excellent, and the rule established by 
the Board prohibiting sticks and sleds from the ice was strictly 
observed, although it was contrary to the custom of the skaters 
who used to frequent the old Foundry Field. On the day and 
evening of the semi-centennial celebration in June, the field 
showed its usefulness, and the entire twelve acres were taxed to 
their full capacity. Sports, games, and a band concert drew 
many thousands to the Field. During the summer two band 
concerts were given upon Thursday evenings. The lighting 
system not being established upon the Field at the time, the 
occasions were not entirely satisfactory to those who came to 
listen to the music. With the completion of the Shelter a space 
for band concerts will be brilhantly hghted, and if the City 
Council should decide to continue the plan of furnishing music 
on summer evenings next year, much better arrangements will 
be found upon the Field. The period of excessively warm 
weather in August was an occasion for demonstrating the great 
usefulness of the Field as a “breathing space.” Crowds re- 
mained upon the walks until late hours in the night. During 
the mild season this fall, some of the public kindergartens have 
made daily visits to the Field in their morning walks. 

It is obvious that after the careful planning and large ex- 
pense which has entered into the construction of Cambridge 
Field, the completed park should be so administered as to yield 
the largest possible dividends. It is not to be expected that 
the people, unaided, will discover all its usefulness, and if they 
are merely permitted to use it without direction (except to be 
prohibited from destructive usages) but a small part of all the 
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great opportunities of Cambridge Field will ever be realized. 
Especially is this true regarding the countless number of chil- 
dren and youth who are destined to make this place the centre 
of their physical activities, and who are in later years to associ- 
ate Cambridge Field with many of the brightest days of their 
early lives. It is possible — through wise administration — 
that the Cambridge Field boy may become a distinctive type; 
a boy whose manners shall be suggestive of the park rather than 
of the street, whose sports and games shall be especially charac- 
terized by the spirit of fair play, and whose sense of beauty and 
orderliness shall be developed by his association with true and 
well-preserved examples of landscape art. This cannot be 
brought about, however, if the boy be merely tolerated upon 
| the park and no attempt be made to direct his activities. From 
the time of his first arrival upon the field as an infant in his 
carriage, until as the captain of the victorious base-hall team he 
becomes the hero of the neighborhood, it will be possible to sur- 
round him with habits of clean conversation, respect for author- 
ity, regard for the special rights of the weak, fair-play toward 
his equals, personal cleanliness, and many more of the virtues 
which make a good citizen. To so administer the affairs of this 
park as to effect this, in every proper way is, as I conceive of it, 
the duty of the General Superintendent. 

In thickly-populated districts like that which surrounds Cam- 
bridge Field, children are not only usually deprived of the use 
of broad areas for play, but they even lack the knowledge (to 
a considerable degree) of how to use such a field when it is 
provided for them. Many of the simple, invigorating games of 
the village boy are novelties to the city-bred boy, whose exer- 
| cise has chiefly been to dodge vehicles and electric cars upon 
| the crowded streets. ‘To teach children, and especially half- 
grown boys how to engage in healthful games is, therefore, one 
of the opportunities of Cambridge Field. 

The growing interest in athletic sports (especially field and 
| track athletics) upon the part of the American youth is a most 
encouraging sign. That youngsters should apply to themselves 
jin their sports, the term of “ men,” that they should voluntarily 
| associate in “ team-work,” and cheerfully submit to the decrees 
of their umpires, and subject themselves to rigorous training as 
jis often the habit now with schoolboys, proves that the value of 
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discipline is a growing idea in the youthful mind. ‘This idea 
should be encouraged. I have observed in the city-bred boy’s — 
play, and especially of the Cambridge Field boy, that all his 
“scrub” games of ball, and his “tackling” and “punting” in 
football are regarded merely as rehearsals for match “ events.” 
It is curious to note at how tender an age the idea of association 
for competitive sports shows itself. In the sand courts, individ-— 
ualism runs riot, but the higher idea of association seems to 
possess the boy upon his graduation to the playfield. It would, 
therefore, be unwise to ignore this by prohibiting match games — 
entirely upon the Field. 

There is danger, of course, that match games may become 
mere spectacular events in which the performance of a few may 
engross the attention of the many who might better be exercis- 
ing on their own account. If the playfield were to be so monop- 
olized all the time it would certainly be a misuse; but match 
events are to be regulated by licenses issued by the park author- 
ities, and so the rights of the many individual players and prac-_ 
tice teams may be protected, and by an oceasional match game | 
_ between expert players, a higher standard of skill and endur-_ 
ance may be set before the untrained youth. ‘The use to which 
the playfield should be usually put, without doubt, should be as" 
‘‘a playground for large numbers of children, boys and young 
men, and not as a place for exhibition games at which the many 
are mere spectators, while eighteen or twenty-two youths per- 
form as players of base ball or football,” yet it would seem that 
the full dividends could not be collected on the cost of the Field 
if an occasional use were not made of it for exhibition purposes.) 
Indeed, this principle has already been established in the plan- 
ning of that part of the Field adjacent to the Shelter. In the) 
arrangement for band concerts there will be occasional after- 
noons and evenings when a score of men will perform as musi- 
cians, and the many will be mere listeners. f 

It should be well understood that the six acres of gravelled 
playfield is designed, primarily, for the athletic recreation and 
education of the city’s boys of school age. Other uses should 
not only be sparingly allowed, but should be prohibited if the 
conflict with the main purposes of the playfield. Upon holiday 
and in the evenings of the long summer days, men who hay 
been confined in shops and stores will come upon the playfiel | 
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in large numbers for recreative sport, after the workaday grind. 
This has happened during the past season, and may be expected 
| to be repeated in the future. If, however, during these brief 
periods, the children and boys are somewhat inconvenienced in 
_their play, it does not appear that any injustice will be done. 
That Cambridge Field may be a success, it should be univer- 
sally understood that its various uses are regulated according 
to duly-considered plans issuing from those having authority. 
In the miniature government of Cambridge Field, as in larger 
_ fields, Bourke’s theory will be found true, that “a weak govern- 
ment is the worse form of tyranny.” 
| The organization of the permanent force for the administra- 
tion of the Field has not yet been effected, but will be the work 
of the coming winter and spring. Here is a considerble task, if 
| we may judge from the experiences of other cities, and from the 
| needs which have developed as Cambridge Field has progressed 
toward completion. I will, therefore, offer some suggestions as 
_ to the duties of the persons who are to be permanently employed 
upon the Field. 

The Field should be in the charge of a Superintendent who 
should have authority over all who are employed upon it, and who 
| should be immediately responsible for whatever happens there. 
The ideal Superintendent of the Field would be a man who has 

a sufficient knowledge of gardening to cultivate the plantations 
_and keep the turf in fine condition, and with enough botanical 
knowledge to answer intelligently the inquiries of visitors, and 
/ with an appreciation of the park design which would lead him 
to point out the ever- ~changing eatnties of the lawns and shrub- 
beries. He should have an interest in and a knowledge of 
sports and games which would enable him to direct the boys 
and young men in their use of the playfield. He should have 

sufficient decision of character to enforce at all times the rules 
for the public, established by the Board, and to direct the police 
in their duties. He should, of course, be neat, systematic, alert 
-and courteous. But beyond all these qualities which can be 
defined, there is needed a large intelligence and an enthusiasm 
to make use of all the opportunities which the Field presents to 
educate the youth who frequent it. I regard it as a position — 
requiring equal intelligence and devotion, at least, to that ex- 
pected of the head masters of our grammar schools, although 


—E—— 
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the special knowledge required runs in somewhat different lines. — 
The results of such a man’s labor would justify a long career — 
upon the Field. | 

There should be a Matron of the Field, whose duty it would 
be to preside over the women’s quarters in the Shelter and 
whose special care would be the little children who frequent 
the sand courts and the girls’ playground. <A natural sympathy 
with child-life and a training to some extent at least in kinder- 
garten methods, are essential elements in this Matron’s charac- 
ter. As to the duties, the admirable course marked out by the — 
committee of the Massachusetts Emergency and Hygiene Asso- 
ciation who have charge of the women’s and children’s division 
at Charlesbank in Boston is an example of what should be, in 
part, attempted on Cambridge Field. Here, as in the case of © 
the Superintendent, a woman trained to the work, possessing — 
tact, and having a real humanitarian interest in her work, might | 
accomplish large and lasting results. A single walk around the 
oval path with a group of children might be made a distinct — 
journey in the young lives of these little people, if the Matron 
had the teacher’s gift of unfolding the lessons of Nature. A 
half-hour’s chat with the mothers who frequent the sand courts ~ 
with their children, upon the best method of governing the little 
ones, might be of incalculable benefit in the homes of the neigh- 
borhood. 

The main idea in the Matron’s dealings with her charge 
should be direction rather than restraint, as, indeed, this should 
be the controlling idea in the entire administration of the Field. | 
How to direct visitors into the fullest legitimate use of the Field 
rather than how to restrain and confine, is the main study. 

And this idea should prevail even with the policemen who 
are employed to patrol the Field. Unlike the street patrolmen, 
these officers should realize that the detection or prevention of | 
crime is not their main business. Instead of being known as | 
policemen, they should be designated “ care-takers” or “park — 
keepers,” and should understand that their service is chiefly for 
the nine hundred and ninety-nine well-disposed persons rather | 
than for the one lawless individual. ‘To differentiate these — 
officers from the street police they should wear uniforms of 
another pattern, and to emphasize the importance of neatness | 
and good manners, they should wear gloves whenever on duty. 
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A bicycle equipment to enable these officers to get over the Field 
_ quickly would be an advantage. 

All members of the administrative force of the Field should 
wear uniforms, including the gardeners and the Shelter janitor. 
These uniforms should be made a distinction of which the work- 
men would be proud. The recent experience of Colonel Waring 
of the street-cleaning department of New York shows that in- 
stead of uniforms being a mark of servitude they may become 
an honorable distinction which workmen will covet, and an im- 
portant aid in the efficiency of public works. 

All the members of the administrative force should under- 
stand that while they are to enforce the park rules they should 
do so courteously. They should never call loudly to a trans- 
gressor at a distance. They should so carry on their work as to 
interfere as little as possible with the convenience and _ pleasure 
of the public. 
| 
! 
| 


| 
| 
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The proper use of the Shelter should be well understood. Its 
main use is for mothers, old people and children, although no 
| person behaving properly will be excluded. Because the large 
majority of those frequenting the Shelter will be women and 
| children, smoking should be forbidden, both in the building and 
on the veranda. The games of the children carried on within 
| the Shelter should be such only as are suitable to indoors rec- 
reation. While the superior character of the building itself 
will impress upon visitors the need of clean and orderly habits, 
this should be supplemented by the vigilance of the janitor and 
the other park employees. 


RIVER PARKWAY. 


Work along the river bank has been this year confined almost 
entirely to the district between Boylston and Scorgie streets, 
known for the purposes of construction as Section G. During 
the year 24,593 loads of filling were placed upon this section, 
the amount paid for the same being $20,966.31, or an average 
price of about 56 cents per cubic yard. The amount paid for 
the loam which was piled upon the section this year was 
$5,012.84. Bids were invited in an advertisement dated July 
18, 1896, for furnishing curbstones to finish about one-half the 
driveway of the section, but as the bids were unfavorable, no 
contract was made. A renewal of this advertisement should be 
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made this winter. By an agreement with the street and sewer — 
departments, a surface-water drainage system was built in 
Boylston street, including the four catch-basins and connections — 
at the corners formed by the intersection of the driveway with 
Boylston street. The proportion paid by the Park Department 
was three-fifths, the amount being $890.11. Fora distance of — 
about 300 feet, a steep beach was built between the locations 
for the two bastions which are to be at the ends of Boylston and 
Murray streets. This beach was made of field stones, placed by ~ 
hand, and is expected to withstand the grinding of the river — 
Ce. 

The foundation for the roadway from Boylston street to the 
old gas house wharf is nearly completed, and is of an excellent 
quality of gravel. As there is a sub-foundation of marsh, how- — 
ever, it must be expected that this road will settle. It would | 
not, therefore, be wise to construct the final expensive surface — 
of this roadway next season. A thin layer of cracked trap rock, 
well rolled, would make a wearing surface which would probably 
be sufficient until such time as it would be prudent to construct 
a Telford road. . 

No plan has yet been determined upon for the system of house — 
drainage to serve the abutting properties, nor for the water 
supply, the gas mains, or the conduits for electrie wires. As | 
there will be no back passageways to most of the properties | 
which front upon this section of the parkway, this underground” 
work will necessarily have to be laid in the inside walk of the 
park land. It is intended that the surface drainage of the park-~ 
way shall be collected by catch-basins at distances of 200 feet © 
along both sides of the roadway and then discharged directly 
into the river. | 

Upon the marshes opposite the Longfellow garden a poor 
foundation has caused a heavy settlement in the filling. The’ 
old marsh land here contains many springs and natural water 
courses to the river. A thorough drainage of this land will be 
necessary to make the filling Genie 

The trees recommended ie the landscape arohieeees for plant- 
ing along this section of the River Parkway are the oriental 
plane (Platanus orientalis). 

It should not be forgotten that in the work along this part of 
the river bank, we are dealing with land which has the longest 








| 
| 
| 
| 
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and some of the most interesting history of any in the old town. 
Some of the historic spots might be marked as the work pro- 
gresses, and it would be possible to so name the divisions of the 
driveway and turf spaces as to enable visitors to identify old 
locations. Here upon this section of the river parkway also, 
are some of the places and views made famous by the Cambridge 
poets. The number of strangers who daily, during the past 
year, have visited the park land with guide book in hand, and 
who have inquired of the workmen concerning these famous 
spots, indicates how popular this section. of the park reservation 
will be when completed. 
The filling on Section D this year has amounted to 518 double 
loads, the amount expended being $181.30. 
The filling on Section F has amounted this year to 355 double 
loads, the amount expended being $124.25. 


BROADWAY PARK. 


The work of rebuilding Broadway Park is finished, with the 
exception of erecting the lighting system. The total amount 
expended in this work is $11,308.65. This is an expense per 
square foot (including the Harvard-street entrance) of ten 
cents. Thorough work has been done. The trees have been 
supplied with an abundance of loam, and will thereby be bene- 
fited for many years to come. The system for irrigating the 
park is so arranged that one man in a few hours can thoroughly 
sprinkle the entire area. This, with the liberal depth of loam, 
insures a good turf, and it is here that the experiment might be 
made under the most favorable conditions of permitting chil- 
dren to play, at stated times, upon the grass. A public patrol 
has been maintained here during the season in the evenings and 
Sundays. Good order has prevailed and the residents in the 
neighborhood have noted much improvement in this respect. 

Attention is again called to the fact that this reservation has 
never been formally named, and that something more appropri- 
ate than the accidental name of “ Broadway Park” should now 
be given it. The suggestion of the late Lucius R. Paige, that 
this park might be named in honor of Thomas Danforth who 
lived and owned land in this neighborhood, merits considera- 
tion. 
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EAST CAMBRIDGE EMBANKMENT. 
The work of filling upon this reservation has progressed 
steadily throughout the year. <A portion of the time filling 
material has been received during the night as well as by day. 


The outside of the sea wall has been ballasted by contract, and 


a short dam of ballast was placed at the end of Commercial 
avenue to prevent the mud from being pushed ito the canal. 
Along the inside of the wall sufficient ballasting has been 
secured at filling prices to keep ahead of the fill. The amount 
of filling material received per day has ranged from less than 
one hundred to eight hundred double team loads. 


RINDGE FIELD AND NURSERY. 


No work of construction has been done upon Rindge Field 
the past year. The grass was mowed during the season and 
the Field was kept clean. <A police patrol was maintained part 
of the year. Two arc lights have been placed in the Field, by 
order of the City Council, and are maintained under the regular 
appropriation for street lamps. 

It has been a good growing season in the Nursery, and the 
stock is now in fine condition. The list is now as follows: 


Trees. 
Acer platanoides. : : ; ; é ‘ : : : 216 
Acer platanoides Rchweriberss 2 i aa - : : : ; 3 
Acer dasycarpum . : ; : : ; ° ; ; 2 : 82 
Acer saccharinum . ‘ : . ; : ; : ; : : 23 
Quercus rubra ; f ; ‘ : ‘ ; ; ‘ : : 851 
Quercus macrocarpa p : , : : : ; : ‘ ; 146 
Fraxinus acuminata F i 3 ; : ; - F : : 200 
Ulmus Americana . i : 5 : : , : . f 243 
Tilia Americana : : ‘ s . ; E 2 . : ¥ 151 
Pyrus aucuparia . : : : - : Z : ; ; ; 10 
Platanus orientalis . : : : ; : : ‘ ' 3 256 
Populus fastigiata . : : : ; , t A < d 19 
Fagus Americana . : . : : : : ‘ : : . 3 
Fagus sylvatica var. purpurea : : : , ; : : : 9 
Fagus sylvatica var. pendula . : : - “ : . , - 1 
Koelreuteria paniculata . ; : ‘ , : : ; ; ; 2 
Cornus florida. : ‘ : ; “ : ‘ ; ; , ; 35 
Cercis Canadensis . , : ; . : . ‘ . : 2 
Morus alba var. Tea’s Weanine ‘ : : : : ‘ , : 1 
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Shrubs. 

Lonicera brachypoda ; ; ‘ ‘ ‘ ; : ; ; 230 
Lonicera tatarica . ‘| F , ‘ : : ' ; f , 27 
Buxus sempervirens 3 é : j ; : : : : F 50 
| Mahonia aquifolia . , ; : ‘ - : : , : : 75 
Berberis Thunbergii F : 5 - ; ‘ ‘ ‘ : . 750 

| Berberis vulgaris. ‘ , ; ; , : ; ; ; : 325 
| Symphoricarpus vulgaris , : : : : ‘ ; F 435 
Kerria Japonica. ; ; : : ’ P : ; ; ; 111 
Syringa vulgaris. : ; : ; ; : : : : ; Al 
! Syringa vulgaris var. alba P ; ; ‘ Y ; ‘ é : 7 
Rhodotypus kerrioides_ . ; : : : - : : : ; 20 
Caragana grandiflora j 7 ; , : 4 ; " ; 4 
Clethra alnifolia . ‘ ; : : : F : é : ; 20 
Lycium Barbarum . i : ; , : : ‘ : ; ; 12 
Aralia pentaphylla . i : : : : ; . : , ‘ 14 
Hypericum prolificum . , : : , : 2 : : ; 14 
Philadelphus coronarius . ; : ‘ : 4 : ; : : 15 
Cornus sericea : 3 ‘ i ‘ : 3 : é i : 5 
Cornus sanguinea . : : : ; : ; : : ; ; 7 
Viburnum opulus . , ; ; : : ‘ “ : ; ; 17 
Viburnum dentatum : , ; : ‘ : ‘ ‘ : ‘ 24 

_ Viburnum plicatum : , : : ; x ; : ; . 2 
Hydrangea arborescens . . ; ‘ : : ' ; : : 12 
Hydrangea paniculata grandiflora . ; ; ; / : : ; 47 
Rhamnuus cathartica ; ; ; ‘ , : : : : : 10 
Amorpha fruticosa . ; ; . : : : ; A ' F 12 
Diervilla trifida : ‘ é . ; ‘ ; : é ; 18 
Euonymus radicans - : ae ad 3 : : : 50 
Pyrus Japonica : q ; : : , : : : ‘ 29 
Myrica cerifera ; ‘ : ‘ - ; : ; ; ; ‘ 1 
Spirea Van Houttei 4 : 4 ; ; : : : : ‘ 380 
Spirea Douglasii . 3 : ; : , , : : : ; 6 
Spirea Thunbergii . : ; E ; ; : : ‘ : : 191 
Spirea tomentosa . ; é : é ; ; ; : ; ; 463 
Spirea salicifolia . : ; ; ; ’ : ; ‘ ; ‘ 250 
Spirza opulifolia  . ; ; ; . ; : ; f ; 83 
Rhus copallina : : ; : : , ‘ : : 7 : 35 
Rhus typhina . : ; ‘ ‘ ‘ : A , : : : 102 
Rhus glabra . , , , ; ; : , : : ; 12 
Ilex glabra. , : ; . . ; : , ; ; F 33 
Staphylea trifolia*s. _. : : : ; ; : ; : ; 8 
Ligustrum ovalifolium . ; 3 . : ; : * ; ; 25 
Vinca minor . ; ; : : ; : 3 : i : . 50 
Rosa lucida. 2 : ; 5 : : ; i : ' : 1,000 
Rosa multiflora ; ; ‘ : : . ; : : ; k 315 
Rosa rugosa . , - ; : ‘ ; : : : ‘ ‘ 609 
Rosa rugosa var. alba. ‘ : ; ; ; ; ‘ ; d 268 
Kalmia latifolia , ‘ : , : ; : ; ; - A 50 
Rhododendron maximum ; ; 4 ; : : ‘ ; : 29 


Rhododendron Catawbiense . : : F ‘ f : ; : 91 
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Deutzia crenata : : ; : ; : : : : : a, 8 
Deutzia gracilis ‘ ; , ; : : : : 7 ‘ : 67 
Forsythia Fortuni . : : : : : : : : : : 1S 
Weigela candida. ; : ‘ : : ; p f ; , 9 
Weigela amabilis var. variegata . 5 , ; : ; - ; . 50 

6,591 


WINTHROP SQUARE. 


The work of reconstructing Winthrop square has been 


delayed by the widening of Boylston street and by the excava- 
tion for the Metropolitan water-supply pipes. The old fence 
has been removed. ‘The place is now ready for an early start 
in the spring, and the grading can be finished so that the plant- 
ing may be done in the fall. 


THE COMMONS. 


The usual work has been done on Cambridge Common, 
Dana and Hastings square. 


At the semi-centennial celebration of the incorporation of. 


the city this spring, a memorial tree was planted upon the 
common, nearly opposite Holmes Place, and a stone tablet 
placed near by. Appropriate exercises were held. The spot 
upon which this young tree now stands is where the oak-tree 
formerly stood under which some of the early colonial elections 
were held, including the election which ended the colonial 
career of Sir Harry Vane. The present tree is a growth from 
the old Washington elm. The following are copies of certifi- 
cates as to the genuineness of the tree and the location : 


Mr. GEorGE R. CooK, 
Superintendent of Parks, Cambridge, Mass.: 


Dear Sir: It gives me pleasure to present to the city of Cambridge the 
elm which you are to use in connection with the celebration of June third. 
This elm is the only one I know of which is grafted from the Washington 
elm, and I can certify most positively that this elm was grafted from wood 
taken from the old elm standing at the junction of Mason and Garden 
streets. It has always been marked in such a way that its identity cannot 
be questioned, and I am glad that the city will be able to plant it out and 
preserve it, so that when the original tree shall have departed, the city may 
have a living reminiscence of it for many years to come. 

Very truly yours, 
SHapy Hitt Nursery COMPANY, 
E. L. BEARD, 
President. 
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JUNE 4, 1896. 
JOHN J. AHERN, EsqQ., 
Secretary Commitice on Tree, Semi-centennial Celebration : 


DEAR Sir: The spot in which the young elm-tree is planted on Cam- 
bridge Common marks the location of the old oak-tree mentioned in Dr. 
Abiel Holmes’ ‘“‘ History of Cambridge,” as the place where some of the 
early colonial elections were held. The spot was pointed out to me by my 
father when I was a lad, and your committee can be assured that you have 
now remarked a most interesting historic place. 

JOHN HOLMES. 


THE PUBLIC SHADE TREES. 


I have recently made an attempt to gather information con- 
cerning the care and condition of the public shade trees in the 
cities of the Commonwealth, and have thus obtained some in- 
teresting facts. A number of questions were sent out and 
answers, were received from each one of the thirty-two cities. 
In answer to the inquiry whether the public shade trees are 
gaining or losing in number and condition, the officials of 
seventeen cities gave it as their opinion that there was a gain ; 
ten reported a losing condition, and five reported that no change 
had been noted. 

It appears that during the present year there has been ex- 
pended from the municipal treasuries of the Commonwealth 
the sum of $20,363.98 for the cultivation of shade trees in the 
public streets. Of the thirty-two cities, thirteen report that 
nothing was appropriated or expended, thus showing that this 
work is not yet accepted in all parts of the Commonwealth as a 
municipal function. Some of the cities depend entirely upon 
private effort, and in some others interest either public or 
private appears to be wholly lacking. 

It is a curious fact that street tree culture as a municipal 
enterprise has made so small progress up to the present time in 
Massachusetts. If it be granted that the shade and decoration 
afforded by trees are desirable additions to city streets, then 
the reasons for making the work wholly a corporate enterprise, 
rather than depending upon desultory private effort, are very 
apparent. The city should plant and maintain its own trees, 
as much as it should pave its own streets. The public statutes 
give cities and towns this authority, and the opportunity should 
be used. In this way the work can be superintended by ex- 
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perts, and the planting can be done from a municipal nursery 
where selected stock is produced with a saving of all the nursery- 
man’s profits. Individuals are often reluctant to plant and 
nourish trees which they cannot expect to enjoy. To quote 
from a previous report, “trees are long-lived and therefore of 
slow growth. Menare short-lived at the best, and families are 
less firmly established upon the soil than was formerly the case 
in our cities. Men do not, therefore, readily begin a work 
which they or their children will probably never see 
mature. But the city will have long life—longer than the 
most promising tree — and so can very properly engage in a 
work which will continue through many generations of men.” 

Again, to secure the uniformity of effect which is necessary 
to harmonize with the formal lines of city architecture, there 
should be upon any one street a continued repetition of the 
same species of tree at measured distances. The beauty of a 
country road-side is enhanced by the diversity of its tree growth, 
and the individual choice of each abutting owner will secure a 
constant change of form and color, which gives ever-renewed 
pleasure to the wayfarer. But when trees must stand in long 
rows between parallel lines of buildings, individual selection of 
trees should no longer prevail; for under these conditions a 
rural landscape effect is impossible, and any suggestion of the 
idea is grotesque. There must be unity in plan and system in 
planting in city streets, and in this, as in so many other ways 
in urban life, is illustrated the fact that the freedom of individ- 
ual choice and action enjoyed under rural conditions in city 
life must give way to community action guided by recognized 
standards of good taste. 


Certainly the street shade trees are not an unimportant factor: 


in the pleasures of city living, and it cannot yet be said that 
the municipal effort in this direction meets the needs of the 
1,685,767 people (census of 1895) who live under urban con- 
ditions in Massachusetts. 

The following table shows the year’s expenditure as reported 
by each city > 
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Population, Amount expended Condition 
* 1895 Census. for trees in 1896. of trees. 
OWDUREY ae eee se. 496,920 $6,000 00 Losing. 
MALE SG Se tency ees + 34,473 1,781 40 Gaining. 
HOWELL Cited Vevien r evs es 84,367 Nothing. Losing. 
OU ri, SS 81,643 3,000 00 Losing. 
OE Cs ho) A rr 55,251 Nothing. Losing. 
SW UNCRMCE sar tie wi sisse ee 98,767 2,500 00 Gaining. 
MAG ey Bee ot ene 62,354 Nothing. Losing. 
Newburyport.............. 14.552 200 00 Gaining. 
Springfield. .........5.4... 51,522 2,300 00 Gaining. 
TW CONOR weil ae oles os 52,164 Nothing. Gaining. 
WTA ERE VRE Ace sf cick sss ee 89,203 Nothing. Losing. 
BLES Se ae al 31,264 300 00 Losing. 
JSON ot ae Se Soa 27,115 Nothing. Gaining. 
PACE TRIE ete te wk ele es 30,209 Nothing. Gaining. 
SOMEIVIN Ee. = wr omnes 0 52,200 500 00 Gaining. 
WIVGRUULE sono eos cmc s eee 26,409 500 00 Losing. 
Holyoke i560... 20. os 40,322 500 00 Gaining. 
Gloweester 4404. <0)... ee 28,211 Nothing. Gaining. 
PU RMRCIE itis Sirs Ra's e's a 'eiv « 27,590 300 00 Gaining. 
GES eS ene 29,708 Nothing. Gaining. 
1 i) he eS a ene a 33,165 Nothing. No change. 
NMorimemynonsy 2... s.- 16,746 400 00 Gaining. 
PN SANE hye ool he! ola'ss sews = + 20,876 100 00 No change. 
ASTOTA 6S UR Sys aan Ronan 20,712 50 00 No change. 
eh. Ve: 9 a 14,178 Nothing. Losing. 
Lo 1 Roe a an 20,461 300 00 No change. 
OTST 2 Sa ele ekg | 16,420 Nothing. Gaining. 
Masiborougnie..00>...... 14,977 157 58 Losing. 
eS ee ee 14,474 1,100 00 Gaining. 
MUMPEIURE RT Ore Sco ec se es 18,573 75 00 Gaining. 
pk Oe A oe 11,806 300 00 Gaining. 
Pig tae. tr 19,185 Nothing. No change. 
1,635,767 $20,363 98 

















The average tax on account of shade trees in the Massachu- 
setts cities was a trifle more than one cent on each $1,000 of 
assessed estate.* In Cambridge, this year, the tax for the 
care of shade trees has been about three and one-half cents on 
each $1,000 of assessed estate.t Thus it is seen that the 
shade-tree tax in Cambridge at the present time is about three 
and one-half times the average city tax in the Commonwealth 
for this purpose. It will also be seen by the above table that 
Cambridge actually expended a larger sum the past year for 





* The total valuation of assessed estate, real and personal, of the thirty-two cities in 
in 1895 was $1,891,742,342. 

+ The total valuation of assessed estate, real and personal, of Cambridge in 1896 was 
$83,759,095. 
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this work than any other Massachusetts city, with the excep- 
tion of Boston. Pee, 

It should be noted, however, that but a small part of the 
$3,000 expended in 1896 for work upon public shade trees in 
this city was used for the improvement of the trees. A 
larger part of this appropriation was expended in the work of 
removing trees than was expended in planting new or culti- 
vating old trees. The chief item of expense, however, was 
the trimming of branches at the request of abutters. Very 
little of this latter work has been done with reference to the 
welfare of the trees, the requests being almost all made because 
of some inconvenience to abutting property. The conclusion 
to be drawn from this is that the convenience of property own- 
ers, when annoyances were caused by neighboring public shade 
trees, has been more liberally considered in this city than in 
any other city in the Commonwealth. 

The real work of tree culture — the improvement in num- 
bers and condition — has been prosecuted only after the com- 
plaints of abutting owners have received attention, and with 
the small amount of money then remaining. 

The department records show that during the year 28 trees 
have been felled by order of the Board of Aldermen, and in 
addition 104 dead and dangerous trees have been removed. 
The number planted this year is 258. The number of trees 
protected by wire guards this year is 1,008. The number of 
recorded cases of tree trimming for the year is 668. 

The trees removed were as follows: 





Ulmus Americana . ; : 69 | Acer rubrum . 2 
ZEsculus hippocastanum : 27 | Acer platanoides : s 2 
Acer saccharinum . : ‘ 20 | Ulmus campestris . j , 5 
Quercus alba. 1 | Populus candicans . 2 
Tilia Americana 1 | Pyrus malus . 1 
Salix alba 2 oe 

132 

The trees planted were as follows: 

Ulmus Americana ; 84 | Acer rubrum . : 3 9) 
Ulmus campestris . ; : 2 | Acer dasycarpum . ; 9) 
Quercus macrocarpa . a 1 | Acer saccharinum . ; é 21 
(Quercus rubra ; 64 | Acer platanoides . ; 3 75 
Acer platanoides Schwerd- ass 





lerii . F f d ; 1 258 
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By section 11 of the Ordinances establishing a Park Depart- 
ment it is provided that “The Park Commission shall have the 
care of the trees in the public streets,” and by section 8 of the 
same Ordinance it is provided that “The superintendent shall 
perform all such services in relation to the trees in the public 
streets as may be required of him by the Board.” Chapter 125 
of the Statutes of 1885 provide that the officer appointed to 
have the care of the trees belonging to a city and his assistants, 
but no other person, may trim or lop off trees standing in 
streets, etc. This statute and ordinance have been very gen- 
erally obeyed in Cambridge, so far as that portion of the tree 
which is above ground is concerned. But the opinion prevails 
that any person who has occasion to excavate in the street is 
under no restraint regarding the roots of the tree. It is the 
general custom, therefore, to cut tree roots indiscriminately, 
without conferring at all with the authorities who by ordinance 
have the care of the trees. The extent of the damage caused 
by this practice can be partially estimated from the fact that of 
the hundreds of trees now in a dying or dead condition, the 
cause in a majority of cases can be surely traced to a depleted 
root system. More trees are destroyed in this way in Cam- 
bridge than by any other cause. 

There appears, therefore, to be a necessity for an additional 
ordinance relating to this matter, and I respectfully suggest the 
passage of an ordinance which shall require any person 
who has occasion to excavate around the roots of a public 
tree to notify the Park Commissioners before disturbing the 
roots. 

The removal, this year, of many trees from Main street and 
Massachusetts avenue, notably the huge old elm at the corner 
of Norfolk street, is a reminder of the changes which are tak- 
ing place in our streets and of the losses in street foliage which 
must result. Probably more growing wood has been removed 
from the six square miles of Cambridge land during the past 
decade than from any equal city area in Massachusetts. This 
is to a considerable extent a matter of record, but it must be 
remembered that in the battle of the trees for life record is 
usually made of the dead only and not of the wounded. A 
generation ago the gravel-topped roads and open lawn spaces 
made almost ideal conditions for street-tree culture. Since 


32 CITY OF CAMBRIDGE. 


then the equipments of a modern city have come upon us with 
such haste and force that the result has been most disastrous to 
the trees. The introduction of electricity for illumination 
and power; the increase of gas and water piping; the building 
of macadam and stone-block road surfaces, and of brick and 
mastic sidewalks ; street-widenings and regradings; the multi- 
plication of insect pests due to the banishment of our native 
birds; a dust and smoke-laden air; the increasing number of 
horses to gnaw and vehicles to scrape the trees, — these are 
modern urban conditions which conspire against the health and 
life of our shade trees and which are no less sure in their 
results because their operations are often slow and secret. 
Probably Cambridge in these respects, with its limited area 
and rapidly increasing population, is one of the most marked 
examples in the Commonwealth of a sudden transition from 
semi-rural to urban conditions, and the consequent present 
uncongenial surroundings of trees whose earlier years were full 
of promise. 

Tree-planting has been carried on the past year as far as money 
and time would allow, but a majority of this work has been an 
attempt to supply a second growth where old trees have been 
removed. Some planting, however, has been done upon new 
ground, the most interesting instance being Aberdeen avenue, 
where a double line of red oaks ( Quercus rubra) extends the 
entire length of this broad avenue. Here the conditions for 
thrifty growth are more favorable than upon ordinary streets, 
but even here, tree-planting being but an afterthought and not 
an essential part of the original plan of the street, permanent 
obstacles in the construction of the street compelled the plac- 
ing of the trees at irregular distances. 

ie this planting upon Aberdeen avenue more than the dsual 
care was taken to secure good results. Pits were dug in the 
gravel and three cubic yards of selected fresh loam were 
allotted to each tree. The total cost for each tree thus planted, 
including the wire guard, was about $5. This is the nearest 
approach to thorough work in planting any considerable num- 
ber of street trees, so far made in Cambridge. Yet the inade- 
quacy of this work may be understood when it is stated that in 
the French city of Paris, where prices for labor and material 
are much less than in this country, the cost of street-tree plant- 


ae 


> 
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ing, according to the official figures of the Department of 
Public Works, not infrequently amounts to $40 or even 
$50 per tree. The Parisians, however, have learned to 
value street foliage and regard the planting of a tree intended 
to outlive a generation of men as a fact of sufficient dignity 
to justify the expense. As much care is exercised there by the 
municipal authorities in the planting of a street tree as is some- 
times exercised here by private corporations in planting one 
of the huge and unsightly poles which support the electric 
wires above Cambridge thoroughfares. 

It cannot be expected that ideal methods in street-tree plant- 
ing can be attained at once in Cambridge. A hopeful consid- 
eration, however, is that in the new River Parkway there 
will be an opportunity to give the trees due consideration and 
thus furnish an illustration of what all street architecture should 
be. It is almost certain that for many years to come the park 
driveway along the river bank will be the only well-planted 
avenue in Cambridge. As these carefully selected trees grow 
in symmetry and increase in beauty, the conditions which 
guarantee their success will become very apparent. Unity in 
design, thoroughness in construction, and a continuous policy 
of administration are essentials in good streets, and in no part 
of the street are they more essential than in the shade trees. 
In the River Parkway, the drainage, lighting, and watering 
systems being all parts of the architect's original plan, they will 
not conflict with each other and will unite in no conspiracy 
against the life of the shade system. All these systems will be 
controlled and managed by one authority. So completely will 
the public’ interests prevail upon the River Parkway that not 
only will the private interests of abutting owners not be 
allowed to intrude upon the public reservation, but the abut- 
ting lands to a proper extent by building restrictions will be 
regulated in their use by considerations for the public welfare. 
In the government of the parkway, proper rules will be admin- 
istered by an authority who will ever have in mind the plan and 
main purpose of the reservation, and who will be controlled by 
a regard for the trees sufficient to protect them from the habit 
of spoliation now so common elsewhere. 

Upon the River Parkway each tree will have not less than 
twenty-two cubic yards of fresh loam wherein to grow. This 
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is a condition of soil from which good results may be expected, 
but that it is far from being an extravagant amount in the 
opinion of experts is shown by the fact that in the Arnold 
Arboretum, where trees intended to grow singly and develop 
into specimens are planted, pits are dug and the original soil 
is replaced by a compost of loam and peat to the amount of 
seventy cubic yards for each tree. 


THE YEAR’S EXPENDITURES. 


The expenses of the department for the year are shown in 
the following summary of the departmental accounts : 


PARK LOANS. 
Amount appropriated Feb. 26, 1896 ‘ i , : - $260,063 00 
Amount of Revenue y ‘ } : . et Rl : 3,548 18 
$263,611 18 
EXPENDED. 
CAMBRIDGE FIELD. 
Lands é A - . $15,064 70 
Shelter — Cavesteinr ; : . 19,448 85 
Shelter — Plumbing . ; . 2,428 84 
Shelter — Architects’ Fees . : 1,635 06 
Shelter — Furnishings and Fit- 
tings 3 : : 1,147 90 
Shelter Ae System ; . 878 00 
Pay Roll... : F : 9,154 55 
Broken Stone P : : 4,095 29 
Teaming Broken Sioe : : 295 80 
Use of Steam Roller . ; : 184 17 
Teaming . : é i ‘ 3,640 71 
Filling : ; J 3,200 28 
Engineering Pay Ae ; : 641 40 
Edgestone for Sand Courts ; 631 00 
Laying Edgestones for Sand 
Courts : , , : ; 70 80 
Paving Brick : : 3 ; 045 63 
Laying Paving Brick . é : 185 26 
Loam=. : ; : 450 08 
Laying iW Rieke att : ‘ ; 315 88 
Flag Staffand Vane . . : 224 03 
Ensigns ; ; : 2 22 40 
Hose and Fittings : ; ; 200 88 
Puss 2 : : ; 196 27 





Amounts carried forward, $64,707 78 . $263,611 18 


C 
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Amounts brought forward, . 
Lawn Seats . 
Edgestone 
Lumber 
Printing and Adver tising 
Stakes . 
Telephone Eerie 
Blacksmithing 
Laying Drain-pipes 
Tools and Hardware 
Grass Seed . 
Fixtures for Sports 
Sharpening Tools 
Shrubs : 
Signs 
Carpentering 
Cement 
Mason Work 


RIVER PARKWAY. 


Lands . 

Filling 

Pay Roll 

Loam . 

Panera Pay Roll 
Counsel Fees in Land ke 
Land Experts’ Fees 


Boylston-st. Drainage System, 


three-fifths of cost 
Teaming 
Fence on Section G 
Insurance 
Removing Wr a and eat 
Court Stenographer 
Printing : 
Examination of Titles 
Carpentering 
Boats and Rafts . 
Lumber : 
Surveying, Extra Service 
Stone Bounds 
Chip Stone . 
Carriage Hire 
Stove and setting up 
Advertising . 
Fuel 


Amounts carried forward, 


$64,707 
165 
125 
120 
87 
73 
65 
20 
18 
16 
13 
12 
11 
ial 
e 

3 

2 

2 


78 
40 
34 
od: 
40 
90 
41 
80 
16 
05 
00 
50 
85 
00 
50 
aL 
30 
25 


. $64,233 


20,966 
5,710 
5,012 
1,680 
1,202 
1,125 


84 
31 
dl 
84 
40 
78 
00 


890 11 


699 
496 
360 
325 
236 
65 
63 
45 
36 
32 
25 
24 
15 
12 
6 

5 

3 


—— 


22 
36 
00 
00 
25 
10 
55 
43 
08 
09 
00 
00 
00 
00 
20 
66 
15 





$65,465 16 
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$263,611 18 





$103,272 18 $65,465 16 $263,611 18 
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Amounts brought forward, $103,272 18 $65,465 16 $263,611 18 
Registering Deed : , ‘ 1 45 
Serving Notices . : : 5 1 00 

——— $103,274 63 
THE FRONT. 
Sea Wall. E : : . $15,357 19 

~ Pay Roll : : i ‘ : 5,823 98 
Filling : . A : 5,692 39 
Filling from the River: : 2 2 Aidooo 
Ballast for Sea Wall . ; . + 2 260eR2 
Teaming. : ; : : 857 13 
Lumber : } ; 242.18 
Engineering Pay Roll . : : 234 03 
Printing : : ; : 40 08 
Laying Water Pipes : : : 29 94 
Advertising . : ; é :: lio 
Coals. ; ‘ : : 12 00 
Tools and Paras f : : 6225 
Carpentering : : 4 40 
Registering Hitneriee ane Plan ; 1 65 

—— $33,050 90 
BROADWAY PARK. 

Pay Roll : , : ; . $2,684 89 
Loam . 2 A ' ; : 2,001 Tal 
Paving Brick ; ‘ : : 941 25 
Laying Paving Brick . : 337 03 
Drain-pipes, “Material, and Cav 

LE) ae, : : ; : : 222 66 
Lawn Seats : , : : 188 00 
Engineering Pay Roll . : : 151 95 
Sod ; s . : , : 139 50 
Broken Stone 5 : : ; 108 37 
Repairing Iron Fence . : - 102 00 
Iron Fence, new . : ; : 90 00 
Teaming. : : 78 38 
Apeniteeta Plans, Anbar : : 75 00 
Stakes . ; ; : ; : 37 80 
Stone-cutting : : : - 15 75 
Labor on Flag Staff. : : 13 62 
Grass Seed . : ; : : 13 50 
Carpentering : 11 41 
Water-pipes, Materials “ai Tees 

ing . ; : : 10 41 
Lumber : . ; ; F 7 Ua 

_ Tools and Hardware . : 4 5 52 
Advertising 4 : : : 4 28 
Shrubs : ; P , ; 4 00 


$7,569 70 





Amounts carried forward, $209,360 39 $263,611 18 
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Amounts brought forward, $209,360 39 $263,611 18 


GENERAL ACCOUNT. 
General Superintendent’s Salary . $2,000 00 





Landscape Architects’ Fees. =. ~—. 1,802 98 
Tools and Hardware . : : 387 97 
Board of Horse, Horse-hire, ete. . 387 75 
Engineering Supplies . ; { 296 20 
Car Tickets for Engineers . Pe eon ez0sUU 
Fertilizer (ashes) ‘ : : 225 00 
Pay Roll. : : ‘ : 205 57 
Printing and Binding . j : 146 10 
Sign Boards and Signs . : 144 00 
Rent. : : ; : : 140 00 
Car Tickets . . * : : 100 00 
Stakes . " : : 68 00 
Engineering Pay Roll . - : 58 19 
Lanterns. . ‘ : : 56 00 
Boats and Rafts . : BY Make) 
Entertaining Met. Park vanes 
sioners. i : : A 21 35 
Rubber Goods . , ; : 21 25 
Advertising for Loam . = ; 18 13 
Photographic Material ; : 5 65 
Subscription to ‘‘Garden and 
Forest” . aa ; : 4 00 
Grass Seed . : ‘ : : 15 05 
Express : ; : A : 3 60 
——— $5,869 52 
OFFICE EXPENSES. 
Salary of Bookkeeper . : . $780 00 
Salary of Stenographer ; : 624 00 
Stationery and Printing . : 267 72 
Telephone Service ; : , 180 50 
Office Furniture . : : ; 208 45 
Map. ; 7 : : p 8 00 
Books . : , : : aj 5 00 
Marking Stamps . : ; , 16 50 
Postage Stamps . ; ; : 76 00 
SS ee 1 60 
$2,167 77 
RINDGE FIELD. 
Pay Roll. . : , . $391 16 
Teaming. : ; 15 00 
Engineering Pay Roll . ; : 14 22 
$420 38 








——_ 


Amounts carried forward, $217,818 06 $263,611 18 
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Amounts brought forward, Z $217,818 06 $263,611 18. 


NURSERY. 
Trees . , : : 4 : $288 75 
Pay Roll. : ; : : 247 33 
Shrubs. : 7 : ! . 106 00 
Express : ; } ; ; 60 
ee $642 68 


nents OTS AGO Te 


Se 


Balance unexpended . ; 2 : : : . $45,150 44 
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Appropriation Feb. 26,1896 . : ; . , ‘ - $9,000 00 
EXPENDED. 
Pay Roll : : : : : : . $6,182 24 
Wire Netting and Zinc . : : ‘ ' 686 73 
Teaming : ° ° : ; . ; 281 51 
Loam . F : : ; 4 : ‘ 272 95 
Fuel : : : : : ; ; ; 218 40 
Plants. : : 2 , . : ; 165 00 
Horse. . ; ; ; : 150 00 
Board of sae Ae , ; : : t 146 65 
Manure . ; ‘ : ; a 2 : 129 92 
bolbs ty. . : : : Fs ; : 97 30 
Painting Fence. ; ; : : : 83 00 
Repairs on Wagon . : i : 5 : 81 68 
Tools and Hardware : : ; : : 80 92 
Lawn Mowers : s : : . ; 78 48 
Bicycle. ; : : : : i ; 65 75 
Poles : : : ; 55 00 
Work on Flag Staffs fel Flags : : ‘ 54 54 
Trees. : , 42 50 
Removing Posts fon eanticep Sanare : 30 00 
Painting Letters on Monument : 5 : 24 12 
Grass Saad : : : . q z : 22 40 
Ash Barrels . 2 ‘ : ; : ‘ 16 50 
Blacksmithing ; : : : : : 15 20 
Signs..." %, ; A : : : : 12:15 
Bedding Plants f , ; : y : 5 00 
Flags 2 , , ; ‘ ‘ ; . 1 75 
—— $8,999 69 


Balance unexpended : : : : : $ 31 
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CONCLUSION. 


With this report my services as General Superintendent 
ceases, my resignation having already been presented and ac- 
cepted by your Board. I desire to most heartily thank the 
members of the Board for their uniformly kind treatment ; 
for the large liberty in which I have been permitted to work, 
and for the attention which has been accorded my suggestions 
and recommendations. I will venture to add, in conclusion, 
that it will be my sincere desire in the future to see the work 
of park development in Cambridge go on, uninterruptedly, to 
a most successful end. In the future days of great accomplish- 
ment those who worked at the beginning will find in the mem- 
ory of that work much satisfaction. 

Respectfully submitted, 
GEORGE R. Cook, 
General Superintendent of Parks. 
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Henry D. Yerxa, Esq., 
Chairman of the Park Commission, Cambridge, Mass. : 

Dear Sir: We beg leave to make the following report, 
covering the year which is now closing: 

For Rindge Field and the public ground on the river front of 
East Cambridge no designs other than preliminary sketches 
have as yet been prepared. For Broadway Square and Cam- 
bridge Field general plans were made in 1594 and published 
with the Commission’s report for that year. Occasional visits 
for reviewing the construction and planting of these grounds 
have been called for during the past year, while a few minor 
changes in the original plans have been made on our recom- 
mendation or with our approval. 

For the children’s ground in the remodelled Broadway Square 
a vine-clad arbor has been designed. Whenever a permanent 
structure is built in this Square toilet-rooms should be provided 
in addition to the proposed arbor. 

The central building or Field House at Cambridge Field, now 
almost completed, will, we believe, satisfactorily fulfil the re- 
quirements which were outlined in our annual report of last 
year. It is the “appropriately substantial and architectural 
structure ” which we argued that it ought to be as the keystone 
of the whole design of the Field. 

The House and Field being now finished, save for the plant- 
ing, which will greatly improve its appearance, the regulation 
of the use of both will doubtless call for close attention, and 
perhaps for some experimenting. Here is an interesting 
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problem which Superintendent Cook has carefully studied. 
Towards its solution we can contribute only those considera- 
tions which guided us in preparing the general plan of the 
Field. In shaping this plan we assumed that the city desired 
to provide a real playground for large numbers of children, 
girls, boys, and young men, and not a place for exhibition 
games at which the many are mere spectators, while eighteen 
or twenty-two youths perform as players of base-ball or foot- 
ball. To return good dividends on its cost the Field ought to 
be thickly occupied daily by clubs, groups, and individuals, all 
taking part in simple exercise of one sort or another, from 
competitive walking, running, and jumping to quoits, marbles, 
and the like. As city children and young people are often 
ignorant of how to play, it might be well to employ a teacher 
for a time, as has been successfully done insome places. Every 
effort should be made, if necessary, to prevent the conversion 
of the Field into a place for shows and such competitive games 
as require the roping off of large areas for the use of but few 
players. If the city desires to make Cambridge Field a place 
for the orderly gathering of crowds of spectators at exciting 
shows or exhibitions, the plan of the Field ought to be radi- 
cally changed. For the fulfilment of the more useful purpose 
for which this public ground was first intended, we believe the 
Field as constructed will be found well adapted. 

For the Charles River Parkway above Boylston street, de- 
tailed plans have been prepared during the year, while the 
rapid work of construction in accordance with these plans has 
been watched with interest. Unfortunately, the position, 
width, and elevation of the future Boylston-street bridge cannot 
be accurately foretold, and the grades of the approaches to the 
bridge will probably have to be changed when the new bridge 
is constructed. The round, view-commanding stone bastions 
suggested by the adopted plan can, of course, be increased in 
height, if necessary. With this exception, so much of the 
parkway as it is proposed should be constructed at this time 
will be built to finished grades, as well as permanent lines. 
From Boylston street to Murray street, sidewalk, roadway, and 
promenade may all be built and an additional waterside walk 
beside. From Murray street to Bath street there is room on 
the existing marsh for only the sidewalk and the roadway, and 
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from Bath street to Mt. Auburn street there is room for the 
sidewalk only, but here the whole triangle formerly owned by 
the Casino will afford an ample and agreeable public view- 
point. The afternoon prospect from the great willows across 
the Longfellow marshes to the tower of Mt. Auburn is doubt- 
less the most peacefully beautiful landscape Cambridge is ever 
likely to possess. 

The unfortunately piecemeal nature of the work thus de- 
scribed is illustrated by the continuous lines on the accompany- 
ing plan, while the dashed lines indicate the proposed completed 
work. It goes without saying that we, as professional men, 
dislike extremely to see a good general plan executed in this 
fragmentary manner, but in the peculiar circumstances attend- 
ing this case, we believe the course you are pursuing is fully 
warranted. 

Charles river, unfortunately for Cambridge, Brighton, New- 
ton, and Watertown, is still a tidal stream, the salt waters of 
which not infrequently overflow the bordering marshes, as is 
illustrated in the uppermost of the accompanying typical cross- 
sections. Between Cottage Farm and Watertown hundreds 
of acres of land are subject to this occasional flooding. So 
long as the tide is permitted to invade the heart of the metrop- 
olis in this manner, the only way to carry out the complete 
scheme of the Riverside Parkway between Boylston street and 
Mt. Auburn would be to build continuous retaining sea-walls, 
such as are illustrated in the second section. Such walls are 
very expensive, and if a few hundred feet of wall built across 
the stream near Cottage Farm will do away with the need of 
ten miles of wall stretching up to Watertown and back again, 
the short wall or dam is evidently well worth waiting for. 
Particularly is this the case when the healthfulness, usefulness, 
and beauty of the proposed ponded river as compared with 
a walled tidal river is taken into account. Above Cottage 
Farm the walled river would be a mere canal. Boating on it, 
even at high water, would be a prosaic pastime, resembling 
riding through a walled railroad cut; while at low water, 
when ten or more feet of slime would be exposed, the appear- 
ance of the stream, both from its banks and from its surface, 
would be still less attractive. On the other hand, the green- 
banked or sand-beached river illustrated by the third section 
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would be fully as pleasing in appearance and as useful for 
boating and skating as the natural fresh-water stream above 
Watertown. There can be no question as to which mode of 
treatment will most benefit Cambridge and the surrounding 
districts. Nevertheless, so long as definite choice is post- 
poned, it seems best to confine work along the river to such 
lines and grades as may be easily adapted to either kind of 
shore, whenever a decision shall be reached. Accordingly it 
is this partial construction, illustrated by the accompanying 
plan and the fourth section, which is now going forward be- 
tween Boylston street and Mt. Auburn street. 

One portion of the long River Parkway has already been 
brought to grade; namely, the broad, straight, and sea-walled 
“esplanade” fronting on the Basin near Harvard bridge and 
constructed by the Cambridge Embankment Company. 
Between this graded section and the section under construction 
above Boylston street we are informed that the Park Commis- 
sion now controls all the river bank excepting about 985 feet 
between River street and Western avenue. About 225 feet of 
this unacquired river bank is, however, controlled by the city 
of Cambridge. The remainder of this frontage is the property 
of the famous Riverside Press and the Cambridge Electric 
Light Company. 

Early in the present year two alternative schemes for carry- 
ing the River Parkway past these important industrial establish- 
ments on the landward side thereof were examined by us with 
interest and care. The original plan had been to keep the 
parkway adjacent to the water throughoutits length, and study 
of these suggested alternatives only confirmed us in the opinion 
that the original plan was still the best plan. From the point 
of view of those who willuse the parkway for walking, cycling, 
or driving, there can be no question as to the superior pleasant- 
ness of the continuous riverside route, with its sunny views up 
and down the stream and across to the opposite shore now 
controlled by the Metropolitan Park Commission, The alter- 
natives suggested involved separation from the river for a dis- 
tance of 1,000 or more feet, slanting crossings of River street 
and Western avenue, a coalescence of the parkway with the 
traffic road known as Blackstone street throughout its length, 
and instead of the openness of the river, brick and wooden 
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industrial buildings crowding and overshadowing the way, not 
on one side only, but on both sides. Those who will use the 


_ ponded river of the future for boating and skating, and those 


who will travel by the Metropolitan Commission’s parkway, 


_ would, if they had the chance, speak equally decidedly in favor 


of the continuous public river bank proposed by the original 


_plan. The Riverside Parkway, with its promenade and drive- 
| way and its rows of lamps and trees, will look reasonably well, 


at least when seen from the stream or the opposite shore; 


-moreover, such buildings as abut upon it will naturally tend to 


face it handsomely. The suggested alternative parkway routes 


' would, on the other hand, leave the Cambridge shore between 


the streets above mentioned without any screen of trees and in 


| possession of private owners who would have no incentive to 


improve the appearance of their buildings as seen from the 
water and the other shore. 
Assuming for a moment that the River Parkway is to be 


really a river parkway all the way from West Boston bridge 
_to Cambridge Hospital, there remain two connections which 


ES ET 





need to be secured in order to make the parkway as useful as 
possible. 

The long chain of the Boston parks and parkways now ex- 
tends not only to Franklin Park, but also to Bellevue Hill, 
West Roxbury, where connection is made with lands acquired 
by the Metropolitan Park Commission, which will ultimately 
connect the Boston parks with the great Blue Hills Reserva- 
tion. Cambridge wheelmen and carriage owners already enjoy 
the Boston parkways, but when the Charles River Parkway 
shall be built, a connection between the two park systems more 
convenient and direct than the present Cottage Farm bridge 
will certainly be desirable. The present bridge connects with 
but a narrow way leading to the southward, whereas, if the 
bridge can be moved down stream to the actual mouth of the 
river at the head of the Basin, and then if its southern end can 


be slanted eastward, direct connection will be made with an 


extension of the broad Audubon road, by which the Boston 
parks and Roxbury and all southern sections will be reached 
comfortably ; while a more direct route will, at the same time, 
be secured between all southern and western Cambridge, and 
the Back Bay and South End, west of Massachusetts avenue. 
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In other words, the proposed Charlesmouth bridge will remedy 
the three principal faults of the present Cottage Farm bridge, 
the right angle at the Charles River Parkway and Brookline 
street ; the right angle at the junction of the bridge with Com- 
monwealth avenue; and the lack of any adequate connection 
with the great southern suburbs. We make no mention of the 
steam-railroad crossing, because that must be overcome wher- 
ever the bridge is placed. That the proposed new bridge will 
help (as the present bridge cannot) all that section of Cam- 
bridge which lies between Harvard bridge and the present 
Cottage Farm bridge is only an additional argument in its 
favor. 

On the northern side of Boston and Cambridge, the varied 
Middlesex Fells Reservation corresponds, in direction and dis- 
tance from the State House, with Franklin Park, the Arboretum, 
and Bellevue Hill; but, while these public domains are now 
agreeably accessible, the Fells remain, on the other hand, quite 
hard to reach. It so happens that the Charles River Parkway 
of the Cambridge and Metropolitan Park Commissions, is the 
first and most expensive link in the continuous chain of park- 
ways which ought to eventually connect the broad and impres- — 
sive central water basin with the Fells, much as the existing 
parkways connect the basin with Franklin Park. ‘The first or 
Muddy-river section of the existing southern parkway system 
follows a ponded stream from which the tide has been success- 
fully excluded by adam. ‘The first or Charles-river section of 
the proposed northern parkway system will follow a larger but 
similarly transformed stream, as soon as a dam can be secured 
at the site proposed for Charlesmouth bridge, or at the lower 
end of the basin near Craigie’s bridge. From the Charles 
River Parkway at the Cambridge Hospital or Gerry’s Landing, 
to the existing public domain at Fresh pond, it seems to us that 
Cambridge ought herself to secure a more agreeable way than 
any which now exists, while the Fells Reservation is so inter- 
esting that Cambridge would do well to urge that it be made 
agreeably accessible from Fresh pond. 

Respectfully submitted, 


| OtmstTeD, Oumstep & ELror. 
BROOKLINE, Mass., Nov. 2, 1896. 
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Ciry oF CAMBRIDGE. 
OFrFicE oF City ENGINEER, 
| Urry LrALG. Dec. i, i896. 
Henry D. Yerxa, Esq., 
| President Park Commission : 


Dear Sire: The following is a brief statement of the 
| engineering operations connected with the Park Department 
_ for the year ending Dec. 1, 1896: 
_ The work of surveying and locating the park lines on the 
river front has been continued the past season as opportunity 
has offered. The confirmation of the harbor line on the river 
and difficulty in locating the taking line from it, has rendered 
| the work of establishing this line with accuracy a slow process. 
Surveys and descriptions of the major number of estates taken 
for park purposes have been made for settlement with owners. 
A party has been employed all the time which could be spared 

from other matters upon this work. <A considerable progress 
has been made in filling the lands taken at the Casino grounds 
and near Murray street. Surveys and estimates were made 

early in the season for a method of completing the river shore 
| from the Cambridge Hospital grounds to Boylston street, but 
owing to the uncertainty as regards the future treatment of this 
_ river shore, especially relating to the erection of the proposed 
dam across Charles river below this point, no final decision has 
been reached, or plan adopted, the filling being done on a 
tentative plan only as regards the treatment of the river shore. 
It seems to me, now that the widening of Boylston street has 
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been carried out, that the character of the Boylston-street 
bridge, its abutments and approaches, should be determined 
before very much more can be done in finishing the parkway at 
this point. 

Much time has been given to the setting out of the work at 
Cambridge Field for grading, paths, construction of the 
shelter, playgrounds, and miscellaneous work. Two assist- 


ants have been almost constantly employed there. 


The sea-wall at the “ Front,” referred to in my last report, 


was completed by the Contractor, Mr. Thomas A. Rowe, in 
December, 1895. The total length of the wall constructed is 
1,735 lineal feet. The total cost, including inspection, adver- 
tising, and printing, is $54,658.42. : 
Very satisfactory progress has been made in filling in the 
land acquired by the Park Commission and enclosed by this 
wall. The ballast required behind the wall has been selected 


from the coarse quality of filling as it has been obtained from | 


time to time. Acting under licenses obtained from the Harbor 
and Land Commissioners, and also from the Secretary of 
War, the deeper portions of the foundation of the wall have 
been protected with stone ballast placed on the outer or water 


side of the wall. This has been done under a contract with 


Mr. Hugh Farrell, at a total cost of $3,881.88. With the 


completion of the filling of the land and grading of Com- 
mercial avenue, the question of the bridge across the canal and 


the completion of the street to Bridge street will require early 
attention. 
Four assistants have been employed regularly upon work 


connected with the Park Department, and others temporarily | 


as the work required. 


The total expenditure for park engineering for the year has _ 


been $3,489.42. 
Respectfully submitted, 


L. M. Hastines, 
City Engineer. 
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